
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 1:1-8 

 

Mark is by far the shortest of all the Gospels 

Not sure I Mark knew, saw Jesus or not 

Same John Mark from the book of Acts that ministered with Barnabas and Paul, later splitting from Paul and then 

rejoining him after proving himself again 

He is from Jerusalem 

Mark was actually Barnabas’ cousin (Col. 4:10)  

Some believe he actually transcribed the story from Peter’s telling but not sure if that is accurate or not 

Peter actually refers affectionately to Mark as “his son” in I Peter 5:13 

Mark served under Peter, Barnabas and Paul and this theme is clear in how he saw Jesus…The Servant 

There are minute details in Mark not found anywhere else which does give rise to an eyewitness account 

 

Unique also in that it TOTALLY skips the first 30 years of Jesus’ life 

More than 2/5
ths

 of the Gospel is dedicated towards the Journey to Jerusalem so obviously there is a major point Mark is 

trying to make 

I really want to take time on this study and let it build properly so we get a realistic view of 1
st
 century Judaism 

 

The first 7 chapters are dominated by Jesus’ secrecy, He is trying desperately not to be made fully known 

Yet everything changes in chapter 8 where Jesus begins to disclose things in extreme detail 

And the disciples, who just show signs of getting it, are then lost until after His resurrection 

 

The message we must let cry out to us is The Kingdom 

The Kingdom of God – What is it? Why is it important to us? Does it matter? Where is it? What did it mean to the Jews 

at the time of Jesus and what does that matter to us? 

Kingdom of God, or heaven as Matthew refers to it, is not a distant place for some unknown afterlife where we go after 

death 

It is God’s rule brought near to us, and His very Presence here 

“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, ON EARTH, as it is in heaven” 

This is what Jesus came to address, and this is what John was announcing 

 

• 1:1-8 

• 1:1 

Like a splash of cold water right out of the gate 

What does this very first verse tell us we are in for? That we need to grasp? 

 

1. Messiah 

2. God’s Son 

These are not the same…and we will see over the next few months why it is important to distinguish them 

 

* History – expectation of Messiah 

- Exile of Egypt, exile again and God appointed judges, Philistines came and God gave them a king, then 

Babylon (Brian’s Jeremiah study), then Assyria – 597 BC never really returned with exception of a 

remnant from Babylon 

- Ex. 2:23-25 

- Nem. 1:5-11 

- Knew from the OT when they cried out God responded 

- Looking for 1 of 3 things: 

a) taken from writers of dead sea scrolls at Qumran, quietest of all, separate yourself from the wicked 

pagan world and wait for God 

b) compromise option taken by Herod, build fortresses and palaces, get along with the political force of 

the time, and milk what you can 

c) zealot option, say your prayers, sharpen your sword, make yourselves holy for war, and God will give 

you military victory against the pagans 



They had their expectation for how God’s would come, how Messiah would enter 

 

When you place Jesus into this context, you can see how striking His own approach was 

When Israel woke up and cried out, and God responded, it was resounding 

And what the 3 groups were looking for was extremely extinct 

They did not expect, turn the other cheek, forgive 70x7 times, losing your life to gain it, etc. 

Jesus was telling His hearers to give up their agendas and to trust Him for HIS way of being Israel 

 

* Jesus’ kingdom message  

 

a) return from exile 

b) the call of a renewed people 

c) the eminent warning of disaster (if the warning was not heeded) and vindication to God’s followers 

 

* Requirement of Messiah 

 

a) Fight the battle on behalf of Israel 

b) Reconstitute the Temple 

 

With that as a back drop… 

 

• 1:2-4 

 

Quote from Malachi 3:1 and Is. 

Malachi – offering blind and maimed animals cheating God, holding back their tithe, stern warning 

Isaiah 40:3, followed by  verse 10-11 – waiting, expecting The One with Might who will right all wrong on behalf of 

Israel 

Finally, God has heard after some 600 years of silence 

This was when YHWH would make the Exodus happen again, permanently 

In the original story, God’s Presence lived in a pillar of cloud 

Now YHWH would live with His people in their hearts according to Ezekiel and Jeremiah 

 

John the Baptist: 

Jesus’ cousin on His mothers’ side, born just a few months before Jesus 

His father was actually a priest 

 

What does this mean, “preaching repentance?” 

 

• 1:5 

 

What? ALL Judea and Jerusalem? What does this mean? 

We know how the story ends. What is going on? 

 

More than just individual repentance from personal sins 

Remember, what is the issue? 

Israel has turned her back on God AGAIN 

And they were beaten down, they LONGED for God’s response, they were deeply hurting 

They were looking for freedom, but this is not how they would imagine it would look 

 

Every year at Passover they recited one of the 2 most important stories after creation, the Exodus 

And here was John, leading them thru the red sea physically 

 

Who did John think he was announcing? It really isn’t clear that John knew 

He may have known He was Messiah, or the Son of God, or maybe even both, but that isn’t likely 

Later in the story John sends someone to actually ask if Jesus is the One 

Like the people of Israel, what are you looking for? Is it the real deal? Is it God’s kingdom, or something you created? 

 


